
Installation Response – Matt Erickson – 17 September 2011 

I want to thank the congregation of Eastbrook Church: for welcoming me and my family, for loving us so 
well, and for affirming me in this role as Senior Pastor 
 
I want to thank the Council and Elders: for searching out whether this was God’s call for me and for the 
church with great discernment and encouragement 
 
I want to thank Pastor Marc and Nancy, who have graciously brought me and Kelly and our boys into 
Eastbrook, have loved us, and helped us enter into this great responsibility with admirable humility 
 
I want to thank the friends and mentors - some who are here and others who could not be here - for 
shaping me as a follower of Christ and as a pastor 
 
I want to thank my family: 
my parents for raising me to fear the Lord, even when I didn’t have an interest, and for their ongoing 
encouragement over the years 
Kelly and my boys for loving me and supporting me and for being my greatest sources of joy outside of 
the Lord 
 
I take this moment seriously - ministry is a sober and holy calling - as Paul spoke to the Ephesian elders 
in Acts 20 that they should be vigilant over God’s people - as James wrote that ‘those who teach will be 
judged more strictly’ (James 3:1) - and so I enter into this calling as Senior Pastor of Eastbrook Church 
with all seriousness 
 
At the same time, I enter into this moment with great joy. Just as Jesus faced His sober calling, so we are 
told by the writer of Hebrews, because of the joy set before Him (Hebrews 12:2) - and just as Paul urged 
the Philippian believers to rejoice in the Lord always (Phil 4:4) - I am overjoyed to step into this role as 
Senior Pastor of Eastbrook Church. 
 
In every area of my life since I came to know Christ twenty years ago, it has been my desire to live for the 
glory of God and to grow as a follower of Jesus Christ. I promise to continue that in the same way now. 
Becoming Senior Pastor of Eastbrook Church does not change the fact that I am a child of the King, that I 
am a disciple of Jesus, and that I am a temple of the Holy Spirit, being refined and growing by His grace. 
 
As we enter this transition as a church together, I think of the transitions of leadership from Moses to 
Joshua, from Elijah to Elisha, and from Paul to Timothy... 
 
I believe that God has good things ahead for us, Eastbrook Church, as we move forward into this new era 
of ministry - I believe that He will continue to lead us into the good land of promise as we trust Him, listen 
to Him, and live for Him in this world. 
 
Please pray for me, my family, and Eastbrook Church as a whole. Prayer is where the power of God is 
released into the world. Prayer is where things happen. 
 
And may we be a people focused above all else on God, His glory and His kingdom in this world - 
because all of this - ALL of this - is for Him and by Him and in Him. 
 
To God be the glory. 


