
 

 
 
To:  Interested Parties 
From:  National Asian Pacific American Women’s Forum (NAPAWF)   
Date:  March 30, 2021 
Re:   Preview of NAPAWF Poll of AAPI Women 
 

The National Asian Pacific American Women’s Forum (NAPAWF) recently completed a landmark study of 
Asian American/Pacific Islander (AAPI) women’s views on issues impacting their lives, including anti-
Asian racism, reproductive justice, voting, and policy priorities. The poll, which was conducted by the 
Harris Poll, is to our knowledge, the largest survey of its kind. The study interviewed over 3,500 AAPI-
American women across the nation on a fully representative sample, allowing for a deep analysis of key 
demographics. In addition, the study included a specific deep dive in three states: Georgia, Florida, and 
Texas. 
 
The research surfaced very informative findings related to how AAPI women perceive racism and their 
own security, in addition to a number of other insights. Note that the poll finished fielding on March 2nd, 
ahead of the killing of six Asian-American women in the Atlanta area on March 16th.  
 
NAPAWF’s survey found that AAPI women are significantly 
impacted by anti-Asian racism. Almost four out of five (78%)1 of 
them report that racism has impacted their lives at least a little, 
and half (49%) report it has impacted their lives greatly or 
somewhat.  
 
East Asian American women (83%) are most likely to say racism 
has impacted their lives at least a little compared to other 
regions of origin. Groups that are most likely to report being 
impacted at least a little are Chinese and Korean Americans 
(85%) and women under 40 (85%).  
 
 
Further, more than half of AAPI women (55%) report 
experiencing specific incidences of racism in the past two years. The most common instances of self-
reported anti-Asian racism are being called a racial slur (28%), feeling unsafe walking around outside 
(26%), and experiencing discrimination or harassment at work (18%).  
 

                                                           
1 Nets may not add perfectly due to rounding. 
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AAPI women in Georgia report having experienced these instances of racism at much higher rates. 
When this poll was conducted, just two weeks before the killing of six Asian-American women in the 
Atlanta area, nearly two-thirds of AAPI-Georgians (66%) reported having had at least one of these 
encounters. AAPI women in Georgia are also more likely to report experiencing violence because of their 
gender or race (17%) and being denied housing (11%).  
 
Korean (64%) and Vietnamese (60%) American women and women under 40 (68%) are most likely to 
report at least one of these encounters. Vietnamese (45%) and Korean (41%) American women are also 
most likely to report being called a racial slur. Almost a third of Chinese women (31%) report feeling 
unsafe walking around outside. Women who speak multiple languages report higher instances of racism 
than those who speak only English (58% versus 51%).  
 
AAPI women’s experiences with racism impact their policy 
priorities as well. Seven-in-ten AAPI women (69%) think 
improving protections for immigrants from violence is very or 
extremely important. This number is even higher among first-
time voters (78%), Democrats (77%), South Asian women (77%), 
and women under 40 (77%). Seventy percent of Georgians think 
improving protections for immigrants from violence is very or 
extremely important.  
 
About this Poll 
 
This report is based on data collected by the Harris Poll on 
behalf of NAPAWF from 3,537 completed interviews of adult 
women (18+) in the United States who self-identify as Asian 
American/Pacific Islander (AAPI) or of any ethnicity/national origin recognized in the Asian race category 
by the U.S. Census Bureau. Interviews were conducted online and via telephone from February 1 to 
March 2, 2021, and respondents were given the option to complete the survey in English, Mandarin, 
Korean, or Vietnamese. 

The data were weighted by demographic factors to ensure a fully representative sample of AAPI women 
based on the U.S. Census. As part of this effort, oversamples were conducted in Georgia, Florida, and 
Texas. The oversamples were weighted down to reflect the proportion they account for among AAPI 
women nationwide.  This survey is not based on a probability sample and therefore no estimate of 
theoretical sampling error can be calculated.   For complete survey methodology, including weighting 
variables and subgroup sample sizes, please contact  nmunoz@skdknick.com.   

About The Harris Poll 
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The Harris Poll is one of the longest running surveys in the U.S. tracking public opinion, motivations and 
social sentiment since 1963 that is now part of Harris Insights & Analytics, a global consulting and 
market research firm that delivers social intelligence for transformational times. We work with clients in 
three primary areas; building twenty-first-century corporate reputation, crafting brand strategy and 
performance tracking, and earning organic media through public relations research. Our mission is to 
provide insights and advisory to help leaders make the best decisions possible. To learn more, please 
visit www.theharrispoll.com  


